Briefing Note 12 - COVID-19 Guidance
As at 09:00 Monday 30th March 2020
1. Headline developments announced on Sunday 29th March 2020

Item

Source

A

50,000 free food parcels to be
delivered this week to people at high
risk

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/firstfood-parcels-delivered-to-clinically-vulnerablepeople

B

Special government unit to crack
down on spread of false information
online

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/govern
ment-cracks-down-on-spread-of-falsecoronavirus-information-online?

C

Link to collection of guidance for
healthcare professionals and others

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/cor
onavirus-covid-19-list-of-guidance

Online support for people struggling
with their mental health are offered
additional online support and practical
guidance

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/c
ovid-19-guidance-for-the-public-on-mentalhealth-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-the-publicon-the-mental-health-and-wellbeing-aspects-ofcoronavirus-covid-19

UK statistics: 1228 dead (+209)
19,522 tested positive (+4,953)

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronaviruscovid-19-information-for-the-public

D

E

2. Key Sources of Government Advice

Document
A

Coronavirus: action plan – A guide to what you can expect across the UK
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment
_data/file/869827/Coronavirus_action_plan__a_guide_to_what_you_can_expect_across_the_UK.pdf

B

World Health Organisation advice
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019

C

NHS health advice
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

Mental health helplines
D https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/mental-health-helplines/

E

Essential travel guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/covid-19-essential-travel-guidance

F

Guidance on social distancing and for vulnerable people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancingand-for-vulnerable-people
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Guidance for schools and other educational settings
G https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-schoolsand-other-educational-settings
Guidance for schools and local authorities on maintaining educational provision
H https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintainingeducational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintainingeducational-provision
I

Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (SAGE): COVID-19 guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/scientific-advisory-group-for-emergencies-sagecoronavirus-covid-19-response

J

Guidance for employees, employers and businesses
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businessesabout-covid-19

K

Measures to protect people at higher risk from Coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protectingextremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protectingextremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19

L

Guidance on home care provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-residential-care-supported-livingand-home-care-guidance/covid-19-guidance-on-home-care-provision

Guidance on vulnerable children and young people
M https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-onvulnerable-children-and-young-people/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-vulnerablechildren-and-young-people
Guidance on temporary closure of schools in England
N https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-school-closures/guidance-forschools-about-temporarily-closing
Compliance advice for businesses and other venues directed to close
O https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/business-and-other-venues-subject-tofurther-social-distancing-measures/businesses-and-other-venues-subject-to-further-socialdistancing-measures
P

Emergency measures for railways to ensure continuity of operations and ticket refunds
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-ensures-ticket-refunds-and-protectsservices-for-passengers-with-rail-emergency-measures

Q

Stay at home guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance

R

Easy-read guide on protecting extremely vulnerable people – also known as ‘shielding’
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment
_data/file/875126/Easy_read_guidance_on_shielding_March_2020.pdf

S

Coronavirus Act 2020
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2020/7/pdfs/ukpga_20200007_en.pdf
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T

Guidance for UK businesses trading internationally
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-ukbusinesses/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-uk-businesses-trading-internationally

U

Guidance on cyber security and home working
https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/guidance/home-working

V

Guidance for local authorities for controlling fraud during COVID-19 emergency
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment
_data/file/875844/Fraud-Control-in-Emergency-Management-COVID-19-UK-GovernmentGuidance.pdf

Guidance for closing certain businesses – as at 27 March 2020
W https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment
_data/file/876535/270320_Revised_Guidance.pdf
X

Guidance on how to help safely
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-how-to-help-safely-2/coronavirus-how-to-help-safely

Y

Financial help for the self-employed
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-gives-support-to-millions-of-selfemployed-individuals

Z

How to check if you’re covered under the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-could-be-covered-by-the-coronavirus-jobretention-scheme

A
A

How employers can claim wages through the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-for-wage-costs-through-the-coronavirus-jobretention-scheme

B
B

New interim safeguarding guidance for schools, colleges and other premises in England
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-safeguarding-in-schools-collegesand-other-providers/coronavirus-covid-19-safeguarding-in-schools-colleges-and-otherproviders

C
C

Non-statutory renting guidance for landlords, tenants and local authorities in England
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-and-renting-guidance-forlandlords-tenants-and-local-authorities?

3. Commentary
The Mental Health Minister. Nadine Dorries, announced that people struggling with their mental
health during the outbreak will be offered additional online support and practical guidance to
help them cope.
750,000 people have now signed up as NHD emergency support volunteers.
Prepared by Tony Thompson 09:00, Monday 30th March 2020
(+44) 7706 112416 tony.thompson@otho.uk

STAY
HOME

PROTECT
THE

NHS

SAVE
LIVES

